
End-of-Life FILMS 
Compiled by Karen Wyatt MD 
 
Feature Films: 
Keep in mind that these feature films are primarily fictional stories that can be very 
compelling and cathartic. Some of them contain humor and may be more comfortable for 
an audience not quite ready to dive deeply into the subject of death. 
 
These selections would be perfect for a small group Movie Night in someone's home. 
You can simply purchase the DVD or stream the film from Netflix or another provider. 
Serve up some popcorn and other snacks and have an enjoyable evening with some 
conversation about these important issues. 
 
Read: 5 Movies to Jumpstart Your End-of-Life Conversations 
 
You can read more detailed reviews of some of these movies by clicking on the title. 
 

• The Bucket List 
• Beaches 
• Marvin’s Room 
• Life As a House 
• The Barbarian Invasions 
• Dying Young 
• Stepmom 
• My Life 
• Ikiru 
• Christmas in August 
• Terms of Endearment 
• 50/50 
• What Dreams May Come 
• Departures 
• Get Low 
• Wit 

 
Documentary Films: 
These films deal much more directly with the subject of death and dying and can be great 
conversation starters. Your audience should be prepared to see images of dying people, 
dead bodies, coffins and funerals. Some movies also deal with controversial issues such 
as assisted dying. Make sure you preview the films so you'll know if they are appropriate 
for your audience.  
 
Click on the title to go to the website for each film. 
 

• Death: A Love Story   http://www.deathalovestoryvideo.com/purchase.html 
 

• Death Makes Life Possible  http://deathmakeslifepossible.com/shop/ 
• A Will for the Woods - http://www.awillforthewoods.com/store/ 

 



• Love in Our Own Time (includes a helpful Screening Kit to guide you) - 
http://loveinourowntime.com/product/dvd/#.WrE81yPMxR1 
 

• Prison Terminal: The Last Days of Private Jack Hall - 
https://www.prisonterminal.com 

 
• Griefwalker - https://orphanwisdom.com/griefwalker/ 

 
• How to Die in Oregon - https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/how-to-die-in-

oregon/id517825448 
 

• Being Mortal - https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/being-mortal/ 
 

• Facing Death - http://www.secretsoflifeanddeath.com/home-use-film-orders/ 
 

• Living With Dying - http://www.pbs.org/video/rmpbs-specials-living-with-
dying/ 
 

• The Suicide Plan - https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/suicide-plan/ 
 

• The Trouble With Dying - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlF_18YedZE 
 

• Mortal - http://www.mortalfilm.com/shop/ 
 

• Dying Wish - http://www.dyingwishmedia.com 
 

• Go in Peace - http://www.goinpeacefilm.org/buy-or-rent/ 
 

• Caring for Dying: the art of being present - 
http://www.secretsoflifeanddeath.com/home-use-film-orders 
 

• The Heart of Grieving - http://www.secretsoflifeanddeath.com/home-use-
film-orders/ 
 

• Extremis – documentary filmed in the ICU, streaming on Netflix - 
http://bit.ly/2G6b63F 
 

• The Story of the Weeping Camel – grief in Mongolia’s Gobi region - 
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2004/07/0719_040719_weepingcamel.
html 
 

• Consider the Conversation - 
https://considertheconversation.org/index.php/watch-on-vimeo/ 
 

• Living While Dying - https://www.livingwhiledying.org 
 


